__1859.. CITY DOCUMENT No. 6. 











SEVENTH 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


ee teu ol) A HD, 


free Aublic Mibrary. 


Presented to the City Conncil Jan. 1, 1859, 


NEW BEDFORD: 
BENJAMIN LINDSEY, CILY PRINTER,: 


21 Hamitton Street. 


1859. 


e 


f saan oF * onoda hb behed 

















at 2 5 
athe F 
i ras a es) 
no 
Ws © 
a 
| 
rx 
{ 
B i 
i " 
{ Fa er Nae e 
Po ae) 3 hot » 
St % 
~  s 
at @ 
Yak ‘ A 
Pe eal 
5 2 i 
ah 
‘ 
t sa 
* 
» 
te 
7 . 
2 ie 
puy 
Aap Os j ‘ 
43 y 
a4 ea 
r i 
re iy j : ‘ 
ule he eS ‘ : : Pe : 
‘> Gas y ie he é : rs 1 Liwits ‘¢ Pazar e. 
es whale Was Taha Aa ets 2 iy a, Yi) O40 
\ 


ar eae 


OT ea polaroya Jace 
i awogead dabite liu 2 aed. vie Bewib aut 
jai tate ——- ; 





vael ee we " i iol ” i ef fs) ein. ‘ee rT. . 
CPR PACALAT Cheat sah ahs ee ok PS ee ty AQ oe 
ae m 


VALOR zo) ban. aidees iy Hy ts 


itety loviy to aus is GS bak 

ellaibnos j pers ainue sul ed) ded : bee Pate 
mi et KOLO A 

vo) babe obi 


eu 

iy * P Pre ae 

by’ ar ee 
: , wie, 's : 





- 


fy he PO RT. 


Tue Trustees of the Free Public Library, in accord- 
ance with the requirements of the Ordinance for its 
establishment, respectfully submit to the City Council 
their Seventh Annual Report. | 

It does not belong to Institutions like this to 
experience remarkable changes, and the monotonous 
routine of its operations does not enable the Trustees. 
to impart to their annual report a variety of interest. 
The reports of preceding years have so forcibly 
presented the views of the Board relative to the 
advantages to be realized from a Free Public Library 
in our city, and have contained such full and accurate 
statements of its practical operations, as to render it 
unnecessary to dwell again upon these aspects of it. 

In its ordinary administration and action, very little 
has occurred to distinguish the current year from the 
preceding years. From its first establishment it has 
been advancing with a steady progress, and a sound 
and healthy growth, and it is a source of great grati- 
fication to the Board that they can again most cordially 
commend it to the fostering care of those to whom are 
committed its material interests. 
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Its usefulness has, year by year, been extended, as 
its advantages have been more generally appreciated, 
and its present position is such as to attract to it the 
continued regard and the increased confidence of all 
our citizens. : 

Our city has won an honorable reputation by the 
interest it manifested in. at once availing itself of the 
authority given by the Statute to establish a Free 
Public Library, and by the Tiberal provision it has thus 
far made to place it upon a permanent basis. We 
may take a reasonable pride in the beautiful building 
that has been erected for its accoimmodation, and m 
the number and value of the books which the yearly 
appropriation of the City Government has enabled the 
Trustees to add to the nucleus which the slow accumu- 
lations of many years had gathered under private 
patronage. Since the transfer of the “Social Library” to 
the city, the number of its volumes has.been more than 
doubled, and its benefits, no longer limited to a few 
individuals, may now, greatly increased, be enjoyed by 
every household in our city. 

While all reasonable retrenchment should be made, 
and all extravagances avoided, in everything affecting 
the financial imterests of our city, it cannot be 
questioned that true economy reqtires a liberal 
provision for our Public Library, and we trust it 
will ever be a point of duty with the City Council to 
sustain in full vigor the healthy influences of an 
Institution whose benefits are so manifest and so 
universally conceded. rf. 

The sum appropriated for its “maintenance and 
support” is perhaps all that a somewhat strict interpre- 
tation of the Statute would allow, however inadequate 
it may seem to some who are so earnestly desirous of 
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extending its benefits by a more liberal expenditure 
for rendering more complete the various departments 
of the Library. 

Believing, as they do, that the Statute authorizing 
thé establishment of Free Public Libraries in any town 
or city of our Commonwealth should impose no such 
restriction, but leave the amount to be expended for 
their support to the discretion of those most interested, 
the Trustees would respectfully suggest to the City 
Council the propriety of requesting the Legislature to 
remove the restriction from our city, as it has already 
from the city of Boston, and so place this on the same 
footing with all other matters requiring an appropriation 
of money. 

It has ever been the earnest desire of the Board 
that our Library should meet the wants of all classes 
among us; that it should afford to the inquisitive 
member of either of the professions, to the curious stu- 
dent, the intelligent merchant, mechanic, or artist,—in 
short, to all of every age and of either sex, advantages 
which would otherwise be entirely inaccessible to them, | 
in the investigation of the various subjects which inter- 
est them. ‘The limited means placed at their command 
has enabled them but partially to realize their wish in 
this respect. A large proportion of the amount yearly 
appropriated by the City Government for the Library 
must go to meet the expenses indispensable to its 
proper maintenance, leaving but a small balance to be 
expended for its necessary increase. ‘This the Trustees 
have endeavored to expend as judiciously as possible. - 
With a portion of it they have kept the Reading- 
Rooms supplied with the more prominent literary, 
scientific, educational, and _ theological periodicals, 
chiefly of our.own country. They would gladly have 
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added to their list many other periodicals, in our own 
‘and foreign languages, which some of our citizens » 
would doubtless desire to have access to, but to have 
done so with their limited means would have been 
giving undue prominence to this department of 
literature. | 

In the purchase of books they have had reference 
chiefly to the wants of the greatest number of readers 
in a community like our own. Their aim has been to 
get as many as possible of all the new publications of 
general interest, and of a suitable character, and so sup- 
ply the mere immediate wants of a Library established 
for the benefit of the people at large, and in what way 
they have fulfilled this delicate and difficult part of the 
duty assigned them, they would respectfully refer those 
competent to judge to the accessions made to the 
catalogue of the Library since if came into the 
possession of the city. They have been compelled, 
for the most part, to avoid works whose great value in 
a Library they have fully appreciated, and which, with 
surplus funds, they would, to a reasonable extent, 
eagerly have secured. With very few exceptions the 
books we now have are in our own language. ‘The 
Lexicons of the ancient and of some modern languages, * 
and a few works of this nature intended for occasional 
consultation, have been purchased; and the Trustees 
are only waiting for the means, which they hope some 
of our wealthy and liberal-minded citizens may be 


disposed, at no distant time, to place at their disposal, - 


to enrich our Library with very many works in almost 
every department of knowledge in our own and other 
languages, which though less demanded are no less 
valuable, and which an Institution like ours should 
possess. 
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The importance of such an Institution in our city 
does not secin as yet to be practically felt by many, to 
whom we have looked, though thus far in vain, for some 
substantial evidence of their interest in it. With the 
exception of the Lon. George Lfowland’s generous 
donation of his salary for the two years he held the 
office of Mayor, the Library has received from none of 

our cilizens anything more than an occasional contri- 
bution of a few books ov pamplilets, which, however, 
have been gratefully received, and are acknowledged 
in the yearly reports. It is hoped that other friends 
to the Library will thoughtfully consider its interests, 
and that many who have books in their houses, which 
have lost their interest to thelr own families, will cheer- 
fully place them where their usefulness may be renewed, 
and their value be appreciated. Jit may be that in some 
families there are books,— perhaps rare and curious 
ones, —— the meinentos of former generations, which to 
a public Institution would be valuable acquisitions, and 
yet are lightly esteemed by their present owners. Are 
there not, too, some in our highly prospered city, who, 
preferring to be their own executors, and to enjoy the 
exquisite pleasure of doing good which may be wit- 
nessed in their own life-time, will, by an appropriation 
to the purposes of the Library of a small portion of 
the abundant means with which a kind Providence has 
blessed them, identify their names with this Institution, 
and secure a place in the grateful remembrance of 
future generations ? 

. The Trustees regret that the standard of the reading 
community, so far as is indicated by the character of 
the books taken from the Library, has not become much 
elevated. A very large proportion of the books in most 
constant demand belongs to the department of light 
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literature. They have, however, in their additions to 
this department, aimed to make such a selection as 
would tend to create a habit of reading where it did 
not before exist, hoping that such a habit once formed, 
would lead its possessors to seek works of a higher and 
more permanent value. They could wish that the- 
young especially, might realize that life 1s too real, too 
earnest, too full of interesting and momentous realities, 
for them to waste the season of youth, —their seed-time 
of life, —in desultory reading having no definite aim 
but present amusement, and in looking at objects through 
the highly-colored and deceptive medium of fiction. 
They would express the earnest hope that parents and 
guardians will exercise a watchful supervision in this 
matter, over those who are allowed, through them, to 
enjoy the privileges of the Library. 

Since the last report, the Catalogue, which had been 
for some time in preparation, has been completed, and 
made accessible to all. Few are aware of the great 
labor of preparing a really serviceable Catalogue, and 
the fidelity with which the Librarian has executed this 
part of the duty assigned him furnishes another evi- 
dence of his eminent fitness for the position he has so» 
acceptably filled since the establishment of the Library. 
The Board feel that they have been peculiarly fortunate 
in securing the services of one whose habits and tastes 
have fitted him so admirably for the duties devolved 
upon him. The Catalogue is so arranged that even a 
child may readily find whether any book belongs to the _ 
Library, if he knows either its subject, author, or title. 
Several copies of this are always to be found upon the 
tables of the Library and Reading-Rooms, thus affording | 
to every one who visits the Library the means of know- 
ing its contents. It was supposed by the Trustees that 
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almost every family in the city, any of whose members 
enjoyed the privileges of the Library, would feel a work 
of this kind togbe indispensable to its profitable use; 
and to meet this want, and the circumstances of all, they: 
caused a large number to be-printed, and to be bound 
in a variety of ways, proportioning the price accord- 
ingly. It has now been more than six months since the 
Catalogues were ready for use, and less than fifty copies 
have thus far been disposed of by the Librarian. 

It is with some degree of satisfaction that the 
Trustees can speak of the good order, quiet, and pro- 
ptiety, which have, with rare exceptions, been observed 
by the numerous visitors to the Library. They think, 
too, that in general the books circulated have been 
injured no more than should reasonably be expected, 
considering the frequency with which many of them 
are exchanged, and that the previous experience of 
many who use them has not been such as to lead them 
to attach a proper value to the books so freely placed 
at their disposal. Some of the books, however, exhibit 
evidence of careless or wilful mutilation, which in all 
cases of detection renders the taker accountable for the 
full value of the book, and liable to be deprived hence- 
forth of the privileges of the Library. 

It is to be regretted that the Reading-Room is so: 
situated as not to be more directly under the watchful 
eye of the Librarian. As it is, any one can pass in and 
out at all hours when the rooms are accessible to the 
public, and an unprincipled person can easily mutilate 
or. purloin any of the periodicals, with comparatively 
little prospect of detection by those connected with the 
Library. There have been a few cases of this gross and 
ungenerous abuse of the privileges here so freely 
afforded. The Board have a right to expect that those: 
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who enjoy “without money and without price,” advan- 
tages hitherto inaccessible to them will comply with 
the few necessary regulations, for the glue observance 
of which they have with their own signatures pledged 
their integrity. Should the Trustees be compelled to 
resort to stringent measures of detection, and to a public 
exposure of any whose moral sense is so blunted as to 
allow of their offending thus in the future, they would 
feel that the offence would be a sufficient justification 
of their action. 


The whole number of books taken during the year ig 24,218 
Daily average, , 73 
The number of cards issued is _ 2,700 
The number of books belonging to the Library is 12,000: 


The Trustees would submit the following statement 
of the receipts and expenditures of this department 
since the commencement of the financial year in April 
last. 





Amount appropriated by the City Council, $2,500.00: 
Books, binding, stationery, &c., $497.88 
Salaries of Librarian and Assistant, 950.00 
Making of fires and cleaning of rooms, 128.67 
Miscellaneous bills, 141.86 
Balance of last year, — the Trustees having antic- 
ipated this year’s appropriation, 702.85 
—— 2,416.26: 
Leaving to the credit of the Library, $83.74 
Received from the George Howland Jr. Fund, $94.00 
Expended for books, 74.50 
Leaving a balance of $19.50 


They would also submit the following, as the probable 
expenses in “maintaining” the Library during the 


ensuing year, in which is included nothing for its _ 
“ increase.” 


For salaries of Librarian and Assistant, _ $1,200: 
Making of fires and care of building, ; 100° 
Cleaning of rooms, 50 
Fuel $125, gas $200, , : 825 
Contingencies (re-binding of books, &c.,) . f 75 
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The Trustees would acknowledge their obligations 
to the following individuals and associations, for the 
donation of books and pamphlets received since the last 


report. 


Allen, Mrs. Mary Congdon, 21 
Amherst College, 

Bache, A. D., 

Boston, City of, 

Boston Public Library, Trustees of, 
Bowditch, N. I., 

Buckingham, Wm. A., Gov. of Conn., 
Clifford, J. H., 

Coffin, Mrs. Sarah, 

Congdon, Jas. B., 

Connecticut Historical Society, 
Cummings, A. J., 

Dawes, Thomas, 

Dunbar, George H., 

Earle, Pliny, 

Fisher, Wm. Logan, 

Flint, Charles L., 

Greene, Thomas A., 

Hall, Robert B., M. C., (Congressional Documents,) 11 
Harvard College, 

Holt, J., Commissioner of Patents, 

How, Moses, (from the Bethel,) 

Mechanics’ and Tradesmen’s Society, N. Y., 

Morgan, 8. Griffitts, 

New York State Library, 

Peabody Institute, Danvers, 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library Company, 
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Phipps, Abner J., 6 
Pitman, Robert C., 7 
Providence Athenwum, 

Publishers of ‘‘Journal of Insanity,’’ 

Rodman, Benjamin, 18 
State of Massachusetts, through the Secretary, 8 
State of New York, 

State of Rhode Island, 1 
Sumner, Charles, 12 
Superintendent of Mass. School for Idiotic Youth, 

Taber, William C., 18 
Whittemore, A. K., 1 
Wilson, Henry, 3 


Yale College, 
Young Men’s Association, Buffalo, 
Young Men’s Society, Detroit, 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order of the Board, 
\ GEO. H. DUNBAR, 


Bound. Unbound. Pamphlets. 


45 


Numerous. 


Dd meee Epope 


De Orb 


Mayor and Ex-Officio President. 


Asner J, Purers, Secretary. 


New Beprorp, Dec. 27, 1858. 
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In. Boarp or Atprrmen, Jan. 1, 1859. 


Accepted and ordered to be printed, and sent down 
for concurrence. ; 
| Sanrorp §. Horron, City Clerk. 


In Common Counci, Jan. 1, 1859. 
Concurred. 
I. M. Ricuarpson, Clerk. 


